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Abstract

PBL Tutorial is a learning method that students find the problems from clinical cases or general science, and they
learn about those problems with tutors in a small group.

In KDU, we conducted the PBL tutorial in the clinical practices of orthodontics for the Sth-grade students in
2006 and 2007, and in the fundamental practices of the pediatric dentistry for 4th-grade students in 2006 and 2007.
Based on these experiences, we started the PBL tutorial practices for the freshman as a part of the first grade’s
education in 2009. As it is the first-grade education, we conducted the introductory tutorial (learn how to study).
In 2020, all the lectures were conducted with Zoom (Webinar) in the hybrid style due to the spread of COVID-19
infection. Since the entrance ceremony, the freshman camp, club activities and events were cancelled, 2/3 freshmen
were not able to interact with the classmates, senior students and teachers.

The PBL tutorial which was scheduled from September might not be able to be conducted because of this
infection. Therefore, with the use of Zoom (Webinar), Microsoft Teams and Office 365, PBL tutorial was conducted
with the style close to the face-to-face class.

The reports of online PBL and face-to face PBL which were conducted last year showed that there were not
significant differences between them. The questionnaires showed the difficulties of discussion because of the non-
verbal communications in large numbers.

On the other hand, they showed the advantage that the online PBL which can be conducted regardless of the
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time and place. Online PBL will be able to develop as a new wave of educational style after the end of COVID-19.
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