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Abstract

In recent years, dental students have been required to have a comprehensive knowledge of medicine. Hence, we
conducted a survey on the intelligibility of medical terms among our students to examine the relationship between
students’ attributes and the intelligibility. Five hundred sixty-four students in our faculty were analyzed. From the
criteria of a state examination for the license to practice dentistry (2014 version), we extracted 100 medical-related
terms and made the students choose an answer among the given options, “I can explain it”, “I’ve heard of it”, and “I
don’t know” by marking an answer sheet. The 100 terms were grouped into 6 categories: 36 in etiology and clinical
condition, 28 in names of diseases, 10 in consultation, 10 in treatment, 5 in tests, and 11 in normal and others. In
each subject, the proportion of terms in which they chose the response, “I can explain it” was defined as score rate.
With regard to the score rate of all 100 terms, there was a difference of more than 20 percent between the 25 and
75 percentile values among all grades. There was a significant difference in the score rate of all 100 terms and each
category between grades; the score rate was significantly higher in the third grade than the second grade. In the
category of consultation, the higher the grade was, the significantly higher the score rate was. No significant difference
in the score rate was observed in gender and nationality. These findings led us to conclude that we should not only
continue the survey, but also increase our efforts to make the students increase their knowledge of medical terms and
take a complementary response for students with poor knowledge. Additionally, category-related efforts are needed.
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