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A case of upper gingival carcinoma complicated with retching symptom associated
with superior mesenteric artery (SMA) syndrome during intra-arterial induction chemotherapy
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Abstract

Frequent nausea and vomiting are adverse effects of chemotherapy for oral cancer. Their prevention is very
important because these digestive symptoms impair chemotherapeutic efficacy and deteriorate the patient’s quality
of life (QOL).

We report the case of a patient with prolonged retching symptoms associated with superior mesenteric artery
(SMA) syndrome who underwent chemotherapy for upper gingival cancer.

SMA syndrome is an unusual cause of proximal intestinal obstruction. The syndrome is characterized by
compression of the duodenum due to narrowing of the space between the SMA and the aorta and is primarily
attributed to loss of the intervening mesenteric fat pad.

A 78-year-old man with upper gingival cancer underwent induction chemotherapy using intra-arterial injections.
On day 6, he had inappetence, nausea, and cold sweat. Thereafter, various adverse events started occuring.

On day 16, drug hepatopathy was noted. For close inspection computed tomography was performed and SMA
syndrome was confirmed.

A major component of therapy is nutritional support. We planned reversal of weight loss by using intravenous
hyperalimentation. About 4 weeks weight loss was corrected and the retching disappeared.

Thus, the possibility of SMA syndrome should be considered when prolonged retching and inappetence are found

in patients undergoing chemotherapy.
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